
Did you enjoy those beautiful festive
bows that decorated downtown Calvary
and the Mule Day grounds last year for
Mule Day? Well, the bows have been rest-

ing all year and are anx-
ious once again to be on
display for your enjoy-
ment. 
Lions Club member

Bob Maxwell and his wife, Jeanette will
have Calvary looking it’s best as we kick off
the 40th anniversary of Mule Day. A special
thanks to the merchants who allowed us to

decorate their businesses and to JoAnn
Butler for the use of the corner at
Highway 111 S. and Mule Day Avenue,
also known as First Avenue.
We’ll see you again next year

after we’ve rested a bit!

RAYMOND DONALD DALTON
Aug. 27, 1929 – May 22, 2012

We lost more than another of our beloved member of
the Calvary Lions Club, but a rock of both his church and
community. Lion Raymond Dalton, passed
away on May 22, of this year and will be
sadly missed by all who knew him.
Raymond was born in Calvary. He

served his country in the U.S. Army during
the Korean Conflict. Raymond married Dot

Jones Dalton in 1954 and together they raised 4 children. He was
a dedicated farmer who grew shade tobacco and assorted veg-
etables. Raymond loved to fish on the Ochlocknee River with
family and friends. He was a devoted member of Calvary Baptist
Church where he served as a Deacon. 
Raymond became a member of the Calvary Lions Club in 1959

and in 1973 was one of the founders who helped to organize and plan the first
Mule Day Celebration. Raymond had many positions in the club and also at
Mule Day. He would always do the job that needed to be done in whatever area
it took him. Sometimes it was making syrup, other times tending to his trusted
Mules. 
Raymond’s entire family have been part of Mule Day since it’s conception

and will continue knowing he will be watching.

In 1973 the Calvary Lions Club members who were the founders
of the first Mule Day had no idea that 40 years later we

would still be honoring the animal that made such a significant contribution to
the area’s agriculture. Neither would they have any idea the impact this festival
would have in the county. The dollars brought into the economy has enabled the
club to donate to many worthy causes. Many lives have been changed because of
a small club with a big idea, good people and valuable volunteers. We feel confi-
dent in declaring Mule Day as a 40 years success story. 
We have had to leave some of the activities of Mule Day as past memories.

Gone is the greased pig contest, chicken throwing and a performance by a diving
mule. We have added items of interest to the younger generation with the 4-H

petting zoo, train rides and a climbing wall. We have grown in numbers with an
estimate of 4,000 in 1973 to anywhere between 60,000 and over 100,000 in each of
the past 15 year. Because it is one of the few festivals that has no admission fee, a
precise count has never been possible. 
This year besides honoring the mule, we also honor those four founders that

are still living members of the Calvary Lions Club they each have 40 years of Mule
Day to their credit. They include: Dan Jones, Bob Maxwell, Wayne Windham and
Leonard Maxwell. Leonard who was the first president of the Calvary Lions Club
is the only living charter member of the Club that was founded in 1956 . 
We thank all our founders for their continual service.

LOUIS RABER BUTLER, SR. 
(October 8, 1923- October 23, 2012)
Raber did not only love the Calvary Lions Club

and Mule Day, he was the perfect picture of the
meaning behind both. The motto of
the Lions Club of “We Serve” was the
way he lived his life. The reason that
Mule Day began was to help others
less fortunate than ourselves, he did
that, not only on Mule Day but every
day. He was a pillar of the club, the festival, the church, but
most important of his family.
Raber and wife Sadie shared a 60 year marriage. They were

the parents of 4 children Lavanda, Louis , Hansel and Vonda, all
who live in Calvary, seven grandchildren and a huge extended
family. 

Raber, an experienced farmer for many years, was a WWII army veteran and
an active deacon of Calvary Baptist Church. He will be sadly missed and long
remembered.

The loss of member Hazel Creel will be hard felt by all the
Calvary Lions Club members, as it will to all that have
known her. If this is one word to describe Hazel it would be
a LADY. She was always the epitome of what being a lady
means. You never saw Hazel that she did not look her best.
Her hair and makeup and clothing were always perfect. Her
demeanor strong yet feminine, she was calm and steady and
held respect. 
Hazel always got the job done, and expected everyone else

to do the same. She was always on time and usually early a
feature she brought with her from the years of a banking
career. She was honored and trusted. 

As long as she was able she could be found at Sunday school
and church at the Calvary United Methodist Church. She held
many positions in the United Methodist Women’s org. She
knew and lived by her bible and more than once was a spiritu-
al guide to those around her. 
Hazel’s family was the most important thing in her life and

was surrounded with that family love. Survivors include:
brother and sister-in-law, Charley Clyde and Joan Hough of
Channelview, TX; sister, Mary H. Darsey of Calvary, GA; and a
host of nieces and nephews.

The Return
of the Bows!

HAZEL HOUGH CREEL 
August 5, 1920 – October 24, 2012 
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Media Sponsor
Radio station 94.9 TNT, out of Tallahassee, has been added to our

Media category. Thanks to a very special sponsor, Stallings Motors, we
will be having a remote from the Mule Day grounds between 9:00 and
11:00 am. 

A New Target
It is common for visitors to return to the Sling Shot Booth each year

to take aim at the target, in hopes of coming the closest to
what once was the Bulls Eye, to win either a bottle of the
famous Mule Day Syrup or beautiful Mule Day memo-
rabilia. This year a new, unique and appropriate target
has emerged. Instead of a Bulls Eye, our target is a Mule’s
Eye. One of the great fun events may have just become more fun.
Where else have you ever seen a Mule’s Eye target?
This is an activity for all ages. The older generation, renew their

experiences of their youth, when they carried a sling shot in their
pockets shooting birds, rabbits, cans etc. The youngsters have the great
sensation of shooting an official Mule Day target (10 shots with a sling
shot for only $1.00). Sometimes we have a “ladies only” shoot out.
However, even when the ladies shoot together with the men, they
often win
Come out and see Neil Baggett, a long time Calvary Lions member,

also known as the Sling Shot Guru along with his trusty volunteers. He
would be more than happy to autograph that Mule’s Eye Target for
you to keep as a souvenir of this year’s event.

Entertainment
Friday night entertainment will begin at 6:00 at the Pilau with Suzie

Elkins and her southern gospel songs. Suzie lives in Tallahassee and
has a strong following which has grown over the past 25 years as she
performed in Florida and Georgia. 
On the Mule Day stages, we will feature some new entertainment

this year. 
• The Chris McDonald Band is a high energy country band, 
• Boyd and Wood a down home country group. 
• Ed Tanza with soft country music 
• Jeff Davis and Tired Creek with southern gospel 
Don’t miss these great new entertainers, along side of some that are

back for a repeat performance. 

New Members
Mindy Butler is a graduate of Cairo High School.
She received her Associates degree from Bainbridge
College in Health and Physical Education and her
Bachelor’s from Valdosta University. She is current-
ly working at Eastside Elementary School in Cairo.
Mindy joined the Lions Club to follow in the foot-

steps of her grandfather, Raber Butler, a Mule Day
Founder and a longer time Calvary Lions Club member. She has vol-
unteered at Mule Day for numerous years along with her entire fami-
ly. Working at Mule Day is a family tradition.
Mindy enjoys being involved in the community. She teaches Sunday

School at Calvary Baptist Church and often tutors after school. Mindy
says she is looking forward to serving in whatever capacity she can to
help with Mule Day and be a part of this unselfish organization that
helps so many people.

Roger Culpepper recently retired from Leon Co.
Schools and says he joined the Calvary Lions Club to
give back.
Roger and his wife, of 41 years, Linda moved

from Tallahassee 6 years ago to Attapulgas. They
have a daughter, Alison Leach, and two grandsons,
Dallen (13) and Kolten (8)

Roger’s hobbies are fishing and hunting. He also loves to watch his
grandsons play baseball. 

Geoffrey Lawrence, has lived in Grady County for
15 of his 24 year life, moving here from Tallahassee.
He graduated from Cairo High School in 2006. He
also attended SWGTC in Thomasville and earned a
diploma in Air Conditioning Technology. He has
worked for Grady EMC since 2007 and has recently
been promoted to the position of Line man 1. 

Geoffrey enjoys riding 4 wheelers, fishing, hunting and spending
time with friends and family.

Mrs. Edie Harrison was born and raised in
Tallahassee, but has been a Calvary native since 1990
when she moved here after marrying Charles
Harrison.  Edie has three children, Tye Boynton,
Matthew Harrison, and Taylor Harrison.  Ms.
Harrison has worked for the City of Tallahassee for
28 years in various departments.  While Ms.

Harrison has been active in the Calvary Lions Club for many years,
working at her husbands (Lion Club President Charles) side, she has
just formally joined our club.  Along with her family, yes she makes
them all work, she enjoys handling the syrup sells on Mule Day.      

Vendors
We always have some new and interesting vendors and we wel-

come them with good wishes for a profitable experience here at Mule
Day. 

Visitors
And last but very important are our new visitors. If this is your first

time to Mule Day, we welcome you and hope you have a great time. If
you have any questions please visit the information booth.
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WHAT’S NEW
Hazel Creel
by Sue Jackson

As Mule Day approached, Hazel would help pre-
pare for the chicken and rice Pilau held annually on
Friday night. Hazel first helped prepare the Pilau as a
member of the Calvary Garden Club and then later as
a member of the Lions Club.

As the years unfolded preparing the chicken was not where she could use her
talents. She then took on the responsibility of collecting the money for the Pilau
plates. In 2009 she was given a new jacket and declared an honorary Hen House
Chick by Glenda SHEPARD. Glenda, along with her crew the Hen House Chicks
and of course the Roosters have become the volunteers that unselfishly have taken
on the Pilau over the past 9 years. 
When Hazel could no longer drive, her nephew Terry Darsey or club member

Jeanette Sickel would faithfully bring her to the meetings. Nothing would slow
Hazel down!
Hazel was a career banker by profession; so she knew the value of being on

time, hard work, and completed work. Hazel applied these virtues to everything
she does. Everything she does, she does willingly.
Hazel is a joy to be around and an asset to the club. This year, at the marvelous

age of 92, Hazel steps aside to allow someone else the privilege of working at the
Mule Day Pilau.
Hazel holds the Melvin Jones award, one of the highest awards given by the

Lions Organization.

This letter was written by the daughter of Raymond Dalton in response to Please tell
me What is Mule Day going to be like?

Raymond Dalton
Mule Day without Daddy
By: Sherry Moncrief

Several people have asked me since daddy passed
away, “What is Mule Day going to be like without Mr.
Raymond?” Well, daddy would answer that question by
saying, “Mule Day will be just fine without me.”….and
it will. Mule Day was a big part of daddy’s life. He did-
n’t want to go many places like Atlanta or the beach, but
he didn’t mind thousands of people coming to visit him
in Calvary on the first Saturday in November. For many years his mules, Festus,
Ruth, Red, Tony, Rabbit or Goat ground the cane for the syrup during Mule Day for
demonstration purposes. Because of daddy’s location at the cane-grinding mill,
reporters interviewed and photographed him many times. It was fun getting papers
from all over the United States with daddy’s pictures and quotes. He appeared on
television numerous times too. I was always extremely impressed with his articulate
vocabulary. Daddy had a way with words and a sense of humor that was entertain-
ing. He didn’t even have to dress up for the interviews. He wore what he always
wore, overalls, a long-sleeved cotton shirt and a wide-brimmed hat.
I was in the 5th grade, just 10 years old, on the first Mule Day. When the club

members were deciding to organize a Mule Day for Calvary, daddy and Mr. Dan
Jones took a road trip to a Mule Day in Benson, South Carolina. Daddy was a part
of the planning process of that first Mule Day along with many other dedicated
Lion’s Club members. The first Mule Day drew a crowd of approximately 4,000
and was a huge success. Each year, after that, Mule Day just kept growing and
growing! My daddy was so proud! Over the years, he spent countless hours get-
ting the grounds ready, feeding, grooming and harnessing his mules, cooking, bot-
tling, and selling syrup. His jobs were varied and many as he helped in any way
possible. He only missed one Mule Day and that was several years ago when he
was hospitalized with COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease). His dog,
Tippy, looked for daddy on the Mule Day grounds the entire time he was in the
hospital. Tippy knew where daddy was supposed to be. Tippy and daddy had a
bond like no other.
On this Mule Day, I think daddy, Mr. Charles Butler, Mr. Earl Williams, Mr.

Junior Williams, Mr. Winston Hawthorne, and many other past Lion’s Club mem-
bers will all look down from heaven on Calvary with pride. Mr. Charles will tell a
joke and daddy will hear and understand every word. The older I get the more I
realize that it is the relationships that you have in your life that make things spe-
cial. Mule Day is special because of the many relationships it fosters. Calvary is a
unique community with loving and compassionate people. Daddy loved Calvary
and its people.
As for me, Mule Days have come and gone. As I changed from a youth, to a

teenager, to a young adult, to a wife, to a mother and now to a 50-year-old mid-
dle-aged woman, my daddy was always there. Every time I would see him, his
face would light up and I could tell that he loved me unconditionally. That look on
his face is what I will miss most on this Mule Day. As for now, I will keep my
daddy in my heart with cherished memories of past Mule Days and I will look for-
ward to seeing him again in heaven (I wonder if he will be wearing his overalls). 

Raber Butler
This is a story about a man who had been a

father figure to many and was admired for his ded-
icated service to his country, church, family and
community. Raber Butler and Mule Day went
together like cane syrup and biscuits. Raber turned
89 on October 8, and many of you know that he had
been very sick for several months, his heart had
been shocked, he had been in and out of the hospi-
tal for blood transfusions and multiple tests, plus a
week of therapy, and was taking weekly trips to the doctor for intravenous iron.
When asked by doctors and therapist about his future goals, his answer was
always the same, “He wanted to be well enough to work at Mule Day and to get
back on a tractor.” Farm life was in his blood. We teased him about his symptoms

Remembering

continued next page
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Clack, Clack, come here quick!  Your big ears are not going to believe this.  We
have won a trip to a “Mule Resort” in South Georgia the weekend of Nov. 3,

2012.  This is not one of those phony things that your
cousin Smiley brays about, this is real!  All I have to
do is send in our confirmation right now.  I’m going
to call the “Mane Thing Salon” and we are getting
pedicures for both of us...plus you need a little trim
around your ears.  I think I might get a few highlights
added to my mane

because the letter says that there will be a contest
for the Prettiest Mule, and you knowwww that
I’ve got a 99.9% chance of locking that up!  What,
what did you say?  Something about being an
arrogant ass?  Don’t worry, you’ll get your chance,
they are having an Ugliest Mule competition, too.
Hee haw, hee hawwww!!!
November 3rd, Calvary, Ga. Click and Clack arrive.  Click, did you tell ALL of

your best mule friends, forever, about this?  I have never seen this many mules
in my life.  I bet I can out plow and have straighter rows than any of those jacks,
humph.   Click replies, well now’s your chance buster, go for it!  While you are
working I’m going to look around and mingle with some new friends.  Click trots
over to a group of jennies{summing up the competition, actually}, and asks, what
in the world is that smell?  As the jennies roll their eyes one says, do you really
have to ask that question?  I mean like, here we are at a Mule Resort and you need
to ask, duh? Click responds, no, it smells wonderful and I think it is coming from
that cloud of smoke.  OMG, it is Roasted Corn and I’m headed that way!
Clack rejoins Click just in time for the parade to kick off.  Clack, I’m going to

give you last minute instructions.  Please don’t, well, let me ask in a different
manner..please try not to raise your tail until the parade is over.  Walk at a steady
pace, but when we get in front of the judge’s reviewing stand all eyes are on me,
got it?  I’ll give them the biggest grin they’ve ever seen, which reminds me, I for-
get to tell you that I had some dental work done.  I’ll shake my mane a little and
then we’ll proceed.  Hopefully I won’t have any wardrobe malfunctions.
Boy, what a parade!  I noticed some of the band members high-stepping it a

lot, unintentionally I think.  Clack, what is it with all of these people wearing hats
with fake mule ears?  Is it Mule Envy?  This resort is everything that I had hoped
it would be.  We had first class boarding, competitions for the studly, thousands
of people looking at me..uh, uh, I mean us, corn that was better than the stuff we
get in a bag, and recognition for our ancestors hard labor.  Now, since I’m pretty
sure that I won the Prettiest Mule competition I’ll be checking the hay trough
daily when we get back home.  I want you to call Smiley and tell him that we
have been to the ‘real deal.’  Calvary, Ga.’s Mule Resort and Mule Day
Celebration.  Heee Hawww!

This delightful mule story was submitted by Frankie Windham, wife of Lions Club
member, Wayne Windham, for your reading pleasure.  It is not to copied without per-
mission of the author.   

Our own Calvary Lions Club member Deron Rehberg was recent-
ly honored with the statewide Booth Award, which is the highest
honor a 4-H agent can receive. Before receiving the statewide award,
Rehberg received the Southwest District William H. Booth Award,
which recognizes extension agents for outstanding work with youth
in the 4-H program. Deron oversees the 4H petting zoo located in the
center of the Kids Korner on the Mule Day grounds.
The Awards were presented and sponsored by Georgia Electric

Membership Corp. (EMC) during the annual 4-H State Congress in
Atlanta.“Rehberg's is a member of the national and statewide
Associations of Extension 4-H Agents and Epsilon Sigma Phi. He has
served on many committees and held a number of positions. 
“I grew up in 4-H. Now, as a 4-H agent, I realize I am in the busi-

ness of growing young people,” he says. “It is up to me to make sure
their 4-H experience is a positive and enjoyable one. I want to infuse
them with tremendous motivation and instill in them an appetite to
always do their best and be a success in all that they do.” 
Rehberg, who has been an extension agent for 24 years, has two

children, a daughter, Macay (16), and a son, Devon (4), with his wife,
Vonda. He manages the Grady County Extension office staff, super-
vises 34 active adult volunteers and five volunteer-led programs. He
started a popular market goat show program which increased par-
ticipation sevenfold in only four years. 
“Our goal is to provide a 4-H program which appeals to every

child, whether they live on a farm or within the city limits,” Rehberg
says. “I enjoy watching my 4-Hers grow and mature as they work
their way through their 4-H career.”
Deron has also received two of the highest awards the Melvin

Jones and Progressive Melvin Jones Awards from the Lions Club.
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include Mule Day fever with a bout of stubbornness and a HeeHaw cough. 
Raber Butler was a man of courage! If you have ever seen the movie

Courageous then you know what I am referring to. He served his country during
WWII, he has been married to Sadie Butler for sixty years, he has been a member
of the Lions Club for over fifty years, and he was a deacon at Calvary Baptist
Church. When he prayed, he always asks God to be with our soldiers, families,
friends, shut-ins and for those less fortunate. He was a man of his word! He did
not sugar coat what he has to say. He just told it like it was. He had many
admirable qualities that included decency, strength, honesty, and a great sense of
humor. Laughter was often his best medicine. He not only believed in God, fami-
ly, and his country, but he also believed in vinegar, honey, fried corn bread, hard
work, and you guessed it…….Mule Day! 
Raber Butler valued his heritage. He strongly felt that we all needed to remem-

ber our roots and share history with our children. He lived through some tough
times and wanted us to be thankful for those who were instrumental in getting us
where we are today. This is why he believed in the LIONS CLUB AND MULE
DAY.  In Raber’s words, “I joined this organization so I could help others less for-
tunate than myself.” He had been a member for fifty five years. He had received
several awards through the years, two of which include the Tom Bingham Fellow
Award and the Melvin Jones Fellow award. Sadie said, “No job was ever too big
or too small for him.” He would do whatever he could to make Mule Day a suc-
cess for everyone to enjoy. His most important job through the years was getting
the sugar cane hauled to the Mule Day grounds and the stalks hauled away using
his personal equipment to get the job done. He had always been fortunate to have
plenty of volunteers willing to help him. He hired plenty of necessary help to get
the cane sold and to get the grounds cleaned up afterwards. Most of his work was
behind the scenes and he did it for the love of people. He would tell you that God
had been good to him and that he is was a rich man, not in money and possessions,
but in family and country life. I was riding around the farm with him recently and
he said, “People in the city don’t know what they’re missing. They’re not as lucky
as me. They look out their front door to see someone else’s back door, but I get to
look at nature (the pond, the woods, the animals, etc….) This is why he enjoyed
sharing country life on the 1st Saturday in November. He wanted everyone to
have the opportunity to get a taste of the country. 
Editors notes: This story was received from Vonda Kay Rehberg on October

14th after I requested the family to write a story about Raber. On October 22nd
Raber was taken from his home by ambulance to the Mule Day Grounds where he
was air lifted to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. Raber passed away in the early
hours of October 23rd. Changes have been made to the story with the family’s per-
mission. We will miss him.

Editors notes: This story was received from Vonda Rehberg on October 14th after I
requested the family to write a story about Raber. On October 22nd Raber was taken from
his home by ambulance to the Mule Day Grounds where he was air lifted to Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital. Raber passed away in the early hours of October 23rd. Changes have
been made to the story with the family’s permission.

Rehberg is state’stop 4-H agent

RABER BUTLER cont.
Click and Clack's Big Adventure



PAGE 4 The Mule Gazette Fall Edition 2012

Kids against Hunger Returns
Last year the club was approached by Joan Holms with an idea that was not

only well accepted by the membership but by those who took advantage of that
idea. 
Volunteers of Kids Against Huger stationed themselves near the Porta Potties

and offered sani-wipes for a donation. It turned out to be a win win idea. Those
donations turned into feeding over 1,700 children in the United States. 
Kids Against Hunger packages a scientifically developed nutritious meal for .25

per serving that only has to be boiled in water to be ready for consumption. They
are 100% volunteer driven and are financed totally by donations. Kids Against
Hunger in Cairo is a satellite of the National Organization. In 2011 the Cairo Kids
Against Hunger satellite packaged 560,304 meals which served people locally and
around the globe. There are many nameless faces that are grateful for what you
did last year as are we.
This year they will be back with more volunteers and offering both the sani-

wipes and information about this wonderful project giving many an opportunity
to help feed the hungry.

STALLINGS MOTORS
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REMEMBER

The ”Henhouse Chicks and roost-
ers” lost another member of their
coop on October 7, 2011 when John
Daniel Barrett, 71, passed away at the
Big Bend Hospice House in
Tallahassee, Florida. John was born

February 28, 1940 in Grady County,
Georgia to Elizabeth Johnson Barrett
and John Daniel Barrett. John served
two tours in Vietnam and held the
prestigious position as an honor
guard at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier during his military career.
John was very proud of the fact that
he was a dual citizen of Canada and
the United States. John enjoyed cook-
ing, fine wine and researching his
genealogy.
The Henhouse Chicks and roosters

will miss John’s helping hand and his
dry sense of humor. This year some-
one else will have to share with any-
one who asks, “What’s cooking in the
big pots?” – 
“Why possum and rice of course!”
Rest In Peace - John Daniel Barrett
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As challenging as this year has been for the
Calvary Lions Club, I have been able to reflect and
answer a question that I have asked myself many
times. The question: what would be worse to be
born without sight or to have the ability to see for
awhile then lose it? The way this was answered for
me had less to do with the sight but more with the
loss. 
Ten years ago, when I was invited to join the

Lions Club I knew that by accepting I could be
opening my heart for a lot of pain. The average age
of the members at that time was pushing 80 and I
was in my early 50’s. Not that I believe that the
time of our death is based solely on age, but the
math was there. 
In those 10 years the club has lost 7 members

due to their passing. Although, I did not have the
life long relationship that the families and those
who grew up side by side with these beloved
members had, I had my own relationship with

each one. The hurt I have is a very small price to
pay for the memories, the knowledge and the light
shined on my life by each one. I will be forever
grateful to the families who let me share, if only for
a short time, the life of these great people. I will
love and remember them always.
I am glad that I now know what I will miss and

will not have to wonder what knowing them
would have been like. God Bless them all.

Sue Rodemoyer

Sue’s Comment
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1302 Cranford Road  •  Cairo, GA 39828

Buys, Sales and Raises
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CITIZENS BANK
“Every Citizen’s Bank”

600 North Broad Street  •  Cairo, GA 39828  •  Phone: 229-377-3543  •  Fax: 229-377-5044

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

Each depositor insured to $100,000

Support the Calvary Lions Club, Inc.
Mule Day 2012

Another Reason Why We’re Every Citizen’s Bank
We have a friendly and professional staff
here at Citizens Bank. From our tellers and
customer service representatives to our
president and bank officers, we invite you
to bank with us! Here at Citizens Bank we
not only handle your money, but also give
you a helping hand.

29th Street, N.E. •  P.O. Box 488
Cairo, Georgia 39828
Phone (229) 377-1272

IRA HIGDON
Grocery Company
welcomes you to

MULE DAY

�
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�
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Cairo Glass and Paint
Micheal Moore

Owner

585 5th Street, NE  •  Cairo, GA 39828
229-377-2253  •  Fax 229-377-3547

SAVE MONEY. LIVE BETTER
Cairo Crossing Shopping Center

Cairo, Georgia

Bethel
United Methodist Church

corner of Gainey Road and Pine Hill
Reno, GA

Rev. Sue Jackson
Sunday Worship 10:00 am

Everyone Welcome
Come Worship with Us.

CORNER OF

SOUTH DAWSON AND

REMINGTON AVENUE

Thomaville, GA 31792

(229) 226-3221

At Stud
Tardee Tonight
54-1/2 Halter Points

H o r s e s • Tr a i l e r s • S u p p l i e s
464 Rawls Road • Cairo, Georgia 39828

(229) 377-3646

We buy all types of metals
•

Also junk cars

872-3333 home
377-5451 business Owner
220-8658 cell James A. Hammett

A&R
Metals

Centennial
United Methodist Church

3788 Hadley Ferry Road, Cairo

Ol’ Fashion “Wash Pot”
Chicken Perloo

Saturday, November 10th
Gospel Singing 3:00 to 6:00
Meal served 4:00 to 6:00

Bring your lawn chair

Centennial
United Methodist Church

3788 Hadley Ferry Road, Cairo

Rev. Sue Jackson
Sunday Worship 9:00 am

Sunday School 10:00 am

Everyone Welcome
Come Worship with Us.

Mul
e Day

Gainous Well Drilling
1714 Hwy 112 N.  •  Cairo, GA 39827

Mike  & Dustin Gainous
Cairo Office 377-7883

Well Drilling  •  Pump Sales & Service

D & L Diesel 
Service, Inc.

493 9th Street, NE
Cairo, GA 39828
Gary & Craig Lee

229-377-2945

Recognized as the first Lions Club in Georgia
md-18 (and one of only 52 in the USA) to be a

100% Melvin Jones Fellowship club!
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Mule Day 2012
Your bankers are

420 North Broad St. l Cairo l 377.3002 
126 East Broad Ave. l Whigham l 762.4151

www.ccbg.com
MEMBER FDIC

Calvary Mule Day 
proud to support

Lumis C. Brown, D.D.S.
Mya P. Greenberg, D.M.D.

�

240 South Broad Street

Cairo, Georgia 39828

�

Telephone (229) 377-6125

LR Butler LLC
Brush Cutting
Lot Clearing
Field Mowing

P.O. Box 189 • Calvary, Georgia 39829

Louis Butler, Jr.
229-413-2049  • 229-872-3981

Mark Bishop
Diamonds  -  Watches  -   Fine Gifts

Watchermaker & Jeweler for all your jewelry needs

Bishop’s Jewelry
102 E. 2nd Street

Donalsonville, GA 39845
Ph. 229-524-8063
Fax 229-524-8811

138 South Broad Street 
Cairo, GA 39828

Phone 229-377-4352
Fax 229-377-3930

WELCOME TO
MULE DAY!

Designs By Craig
“Cairo’s Creative Florist”

7 1st Ave. SW  •  Cairo, GA 39828

229-377-0146  •  229-378-4245

A Special Thanks From Our Family To Yours

�����	���������
�

Compliments of

Grady Electric 
Membership Corp.

��

��	�������������������������������������	�

Mul
e Day

Mul
e Day

Schedule of Events
Friday, November 2, 2012

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Mule Museum Open
Building circa 1867; exhibits of items used
in agriculture and homelife from 1820's to
World War II; numerous handmade items.

Big Bend Timekeepers exhibit clocks and
watches from the past. Exhibitors invite vis-
itors to bring in old timepieces and get his-
torical information about the item.

5:00 p.m. Pilau Dinner (Lions Club)

5:30 p.m. Auction (Mule Show Arena)

7-9:00 p.m. Entertainment (Stage #1)

Saturday, November 3, 2012 (Mule Day)
6:00 a.m. Breakfast (Mule Grounds)

10:00 a.m. Invocation (National Anthem)

11:00 a.m. Parade
1:00 p.m. Mule Show

All Day: (Mule Day Grounds)

Arts and Crafts, Flea Market, Cane Grinding, Syrup Making, Corn

Grinding, Petting Zoo, Kid’s Corner, Slingshot Shoot, Food and

Refreshments, Entertainment, Museums, and much more…
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Robin
Braddock
Kinsey
Robin Kinsey grew up singing in youth groups

and church but started singing publicly just a few
years ago. Robin is a professional singer and record-
ing artist in the northeast Florida area. Robin has

been the opening act for some of today's biggest entertainers such as Willie
Nelson, Jamie Johnson, Gretchen Wilson, Colt Ford. Some other accomplish-
ments include singing the National Anthem for the Jacksonville Suns, perform-
ing at the Suwannee River Music Jam, the Woodbine Crawfish festival, the
Orangeburg festival of Roses, the Railroad Day festival, and also performed on
RFD-TV's Shotgun Red Variety Show. Robin sings a wide variety of music includ-
ing gospel, country, pop, and oldie genres. She currently has two recorded
albums and is in the process of recording her third recorded album. She has sang
at many live events both large and small. For more information, please contact
her at robinkinseymusic.com!!

Evangelist Lillie
“Doris” Stokes and The
Sensational
Harmonettes have been
singing traditional
gospel for 10 years.
They are recording
artists and have
released 3 records. Their
latest recording was
released in August of
2007. They have
performed at the annual
Mule Day Celebration
for the past 2 years. You
can contact Louvenia
Jones at 850-539-1625.

ENTERTAINMENT

SUZIE ELKINS
Hello my name is Suzie Elkins and I

was born and raised in Tallahassee,
Florida.   I have been married to the
same wonderful man for 42 years and
we have 2 beautiful daughters, and 4
beautiful granddaughters!  I am so
blessed.....I have always loved music
and it has  been a very important part of
my life since a very early age.  I traveled
the Florida and North Georgia area for
about 25 years singing country music
and loved every minute of it, but as you

get a little older your priorities change and you see things a little different.  God
has blessed my life so much, and about 5 years ago HE told me it was time to give
back to HIM what was HIS and that is what I am doing now.  I love Southern
Gospel music, The Gaithers, Lynda Randle, The Easters, etc., that is some good
music!   I love traveling to churches and singing and sharing God’s love through
my music with anyone I can.  My friend Lynda Randle told me one time that “if
you don’t feel it, then don’t sing it”.  I choose songs very carefully and I do feel
everything I sing.  If my music touches just one person, that makes it all worth
while.   I do not know how to express how much I love what I am doing and what
a blessing I get from singing.  When my mom turned 80 my present to her was
my first Gospel CD.  I titled it “Giving Back” because that is what I am trying my
best to do now!  
I look forward to meeting each one of you and having a wonderful evening

together. — Suzie Elkins

Calvary Lions Mule Days will feature
country artist Ed Tanza appearing on the
_________ stage on Saturday, November
3, at _______ am/pm. Ed has been per-
forming throughout and the NorthEast,
playing keyboard and singing soft
country and popular oldies. His
singing career began at the Airport
Marriot in while based there as an air-
line Captain. Having retired in the
South, his interest was drawn to coun-
try music. He became lead singer at the
Panhandle Opry for the last two years
and a regular performer at Farmer’s
Opry. His smooth, easy listening coun-
try sound has proven a favorite as var-
ious outdoor festivals and restaurants.
Ed performs annually on the main
stage of his County Fair, Chamber of
Commerce Air Show, and at several
Shriners events. As the exclusive enter-

tainer for Safe Haven Horse Rescue in , he provided entertainment at ’s Morgan
Horse Country Show and has donated his talents to Relay for Life cancer
fundraisers. 

Tired Creek originated back in 2005 when Jeff Davis stepped out
from 15 years of singing and performing the “Southern Gospel” style music to
venture over to Inspirational and Positive Country and Bluegrass. Naming the
band after Tired Creek (located in Grady County Ga) close to where Jeff was
raised, was a new venture in life and a start of a new ministry. Teaming up with
friends Stephen Richardson (Bass Guitar & Drums) and later Paula Ponder
(vocals) also a Grady County native, the group started singing in Churches, fes-
tivals and private events. Adding new members this year Malcom Hurst
(drums), Dwayne Piland (Lead Guitar) and David Hobbs (Keys).  
Jeff Davis & Tired Creek are regulars at The Andersonville (Ga) Historic Fair,

Chicken Pie Festival, and numerous other events and Church Homecomings. The
group loves to travel and minister, performing many songs wrote by Jeff and
Paula, Tired Creek also sings country gospel songs like “House of Gold”, “The
Lighthouse”, and church hymns with the Tired Creek style. “We will go where
ever God leads us. We love to play. but we also love to minister, this is our way
of sharing Gods love and the talents he has blessed us with.”, Jeff shares.
Come out and catch Tired Creek in concert and join into the excitement that

this group puts out. For more information or bookings, you can check out their
website at www.jeffdavistiredcreek.com or feel free to contact Jeff Davis’ email
jeffdavis@jeffdavistiredcreek.com or call (229) 403-3428.

The Chris McDonald Band is a southern born
high energy country/rock band from Tallahassee, Florida. The group was found-
ed by several veteran musicians in the area which include Bryan "Vandy"
Vandergrift on rhythm/lead guitar, Stan Cutchen on bass guitar, Mitchell
Register on drums and the band is led by singer/songwriter Chris McDonald. 
The group was formed in early July of 2012. They all had one goal in common,

to bring a rockin' country sound loud and proud to every crowd. The band's most
resent show at Kingsland, Georgia's Annual Catfish Festival had the crowd
smilin' and dancing in the Georgia rain. 
The Chris McDonald Band is the country band to watch for in 2012. As lead

singer Chris McDonald states, "We love what we do and we love the people we
do it for. It doesn’t get any better than that."
For bookings contact : Chris McDonald @ 850-544-9207 or

dmcdonald1208@gmail.com

Based out of Tallahassee,
Florida, they've taken
stages all over the panhan-
dle. Spinnaker, Schooner's,
The Moon, Floyd's Music
Store & Kleman Plaza, in
support of many national
acts like; Keith Anderson,
Steve Azar, Pat Green, Jake
Owen, Florida Georgia
Line, Parmalee & Blues

Traveler. 
Big Woody Hayes, radio personality at Clear Channel's very own, 94.9 TNT,

and Boyd Mangum, singer/songwriter/producer, started their acoustic duo in
early 2008. After playing a steady calendar for a little more than 3 years, they
decided to develope their duo into a full band. Adding Jeff Baggett on
drums/back up vocals and multi-talented, Ms. Kathleen Johnson on fiddle/man-
dolin/acoustic guitar, the duo has grown into an incredible down-home country
band. The band has been writing a song a day since Boyd & Wood decided to
take this leap of faith. Currently, the band is putting footage together for their
EPK/RPK, and are in the market for the right booking agent. Woody Hayes,
Booking contact # 850-566-000 or online at bigwoodyhayes@gmail.com

ED
TANZA



The Tooth Fairy
Will Be Here
Students United for America’s Tooth Fairy
TCC/FSU Club
National Children’s Oral

Health Foundation is America’s
ToothFairy. NCOHF provides vital financial, prod-
uct, and technical support to a growing national
network of not-for-profit Affiliate programs and
volunteer dental professionals delivering critical
oral health services for underserved children.
All NCOHF Affiliate partners use a comprehensive
preventive, restorative and educational model to
break the cycle of pediatric dental disease and improve children’s overall
health. http://www.ncohf.org/
Students United for America’s

ToothFairy (SUAT) chapters provide vital
oral health education programs and
delivery of preventive services for at-
risk children and their families.
SUAT will be providing free tooth
brushes and tooth paste along with
some great oral hygiene instructions.
Also we will be handing out infor-
mation on kids club which promotes
good oral health habits through fun,
educational activities and Tips from
the Toothfairy. 

Also the Tooth -
Fairy will be there to
see all the children
and tell how she
likes pretty clean
teeth �

PAGE 8 The Mule Gazette Fall Edition 2012

K i d ’s Page

David Lightsey

The Family Fun Company
126 Cambridge Drive South
Milledgeville, GA 31061

478-454-1139

Rock Climbing!!!

Spider Jump

    

Sling Shot



Fall Edition 2012 The Mule Gazette PAGE 9

H i s t o r y

From the first Mule Day forty years ago, the Mule Museum has been a look at
the lives and work of people in the southwest corner of Grady County, Georgia.
The collection includes many handmade articles, and other items that reflect the
lifestyle covering several periods. The early settlements of the 1820s are repre-
sented in the exhibits, as well as bygone arts and industries up to modern times.
Since Mule Day #39, two items have been donated and gratefully received for

addition to our collections. The bed in the corner of the Museum now has a
“feather bed” under the quilt, thanks to a donation by Mr. Clyde Lee. Mr. Lee is
a son of Charles Henry Lee and Lilia Myram Stephens Lee who were married in
1911. The feather bed was a wedding gift, made by the mother of the bride from
down and feathers obtained from geese on the Stephens family farm.
Mr. Lee provided circa 1911 photos of the bride and groom, which are on dis-

play in the Museum. The groom was well known for his mechanical aptitude.
Mr. Clyde Lee relates that his father brought the first automobile into Calvary for
the new owner, and provided the instructions for “operating the machine”.
The other item (shown enlarged in the illus-

tration) is a token or coin that was issued by
Calvary Supply Company. The coin was found
in 2011 by a metal detector in Calvary just after
Mule Day. The trade coin is not dated but the
inscription says “good for 5 in trade.” Such coins
were known as “scrip” and were issued in pay-
ment of wages earned by workers in large oper-
ations such as plantations and mining compa-
nies.
While no date is shown on the scrip coin,

Calvary records show that Mr. Joe Higdon built a brick store in Calvary in 1908
and named his business the Calvary Supply Company. At that time, the new
Pelham & Havana railroad was a supply line for fertilizer and cattle feed, and
Mr. Higdon’s retail establishment connected
people of the Calvary community with sup-
plies that were delivered by rail. Also, Mr.
Higdon was owner of a large tobacco farm in
the early 1900s.
Without any additional information, we are

left with an understanding that this “scrip” was
probably issued about a century ago, to some
person working for Mr. Joe Higdon, or perhaps
for his brother Ira. In the early 1900s, trans-
portation was very limited, and therefore many
people traded at a local store or “commissary”.
In those days, using “scrip” as a means of credit would have been as common as
modern forms of scrip such as tokens for a subway or arcade.
There is a close connection between the Higdon family’s business operations

and our current Mule Day festival and the Mule Museum. The building that
houses the Museum was the “Higdon Commissary”, originally built in the 1860s
by Mr. Higdon, who was the father of Joe and Ira. The building was donated by
the Higdon family, and moved from its original location on the Higdon proper-
ty to the Mule Day grounds.
The first few Mule Day gatherings were set up in the brick warehouse build-

ing, located diagonally across the intersection from the Mule Day grounds. The
items to be shared were brought for display by local families, and then taken
back home. Having the building devoted to such displays as the tobacco string-
ing machine, old syrup skimmers, and cast iron spiders provides an opportuni-
ty for visitors to better understand the life and work of people in days gone by.
Every item displayed in the Mule Museum was important, at some time, to

some of the local people in their daily lives—just as important then as telephones
and microwaves are considered commonplace in our lives today. The new homes
in Grady County in 1915 would not have had central heat and air conditioning,
or king size beds. The heat would likely have come from the woodpile, and the
bed from materials put together by the capable housewife. The Museum shows
us that meeting the challenge of the day is not new—it is a tradition well exe-
cuted by those who lived in the Calvary community in the days gone by.

For families in Calvary, many changes happened in the years following World
War II. When the “fighting men” returned home, many of them had seen parts
of the world that had been almost unknown to the folks back home. Electricity
and automobiles and tractors suddenly replaced oil lamps and mules.
Some of the men, along with their families, decided to live in places many

miles away from home; they went to work using skills they had learned in the
military, or they went to school in distant places. “Sunday dinner at Mama’s”
was no longer a routine. Regardless of the miles separating the family members,
many people felt strong ties to their roots in Calvary and Grady County. And
from these ties to family back home, the Mule Day tradition began forty years
ago as a homecoming and family reunion.
There was another thread in the development of Mule Day as well, and that

thread also reflects the character of Calvary people. The Calvary Lions Club
came together in the late 1950s as an opportunity for the men in the community
to “meet up with one another” on a regular basis. While most of the members of
the club were members of one or another of the church congregations in the area,
the Lions Club was an opportunity to meet up with neighbors in the other
groups. The men in the club joined forces to support the community locally, and
affiliate with other like-minded clubs to contribute a positive influence state-
wide and beyond.
Remember that these were the men of the “Greatest Generation”. I like to

think that, while they had laid down their armaments, they were busy “beating
swords into plowshares” to continue the fight against evil.
There was one other factor in the early Mule Day effort, as remembered by

Lions club charter member Holmes Maxwell. The Lions Club was spearheading
a nationwide and worldwide effort to enhance the lives of persons who were
visually impaired. Mr. Holmes recalls that the Mule Day project offered an
opportunity for the Calvary club to generate means and funds to be used in sup-
port of the Lions Club efforts to aid the blind.
So, the Calvary Lions club sponsored the first Mule Day forty years ago.

Family members came— and they still do—from distant places to visit and
reconnect with family and community roots. Meanwhile, the spirit of Mule Day
has spread and grown to involve Grady County and the region.
The Mule Museum is a living part of this continuing story. The items dis-

played include many hand-made articles from the 1800s. Some of those items are
quite complex, such as the hand-made planter for cotton seed that had lint still
attached. The ingenuity and the industrious daily lives of the Grady County peo-
ple shows up in the items, small and large, that they have left behind.
The Museum continues to add to our understanding of ourselves and the

wider world. The appearance of the Big Bend Timekeepers is a recent tradition
added to the Museum. The collectors show clocks and watches going back two
or three centuries, and offer information to any visitor who may have questions
about an old timepiece.
Conversations between the collectors and local residents have provided

insight into regional history. Although clocks were available by mail order from
a Sears catalogue in the late 1800’s, it was the “pocket watches” that were reli-
able time keepers for decades. These were often 4 or 5 inches across, and an inch
thick—a far cry from the tiny watches of today—but they were found in many
families and allowed the community churches and schools to conduct business
in a punctual fashion.
As we celebrate Mule Day #40, the museum is proud to welcome visitors from

coast to coast and border to border. If you have visited before, you may find
some changes in our displays. Please look around, and ask about anything of
interest to you. Please sign our register, so that we can count you among our vis-
itors. Please make yourself at home, and thank you for visiting with us.

The Grady County
Museum and History Center,
operated by Grady County
Historical Society, is located at
101 North Broad Street just
north of the railroad in the
center of downtown Cairo.
The Historical Society,

through the Museum and
History Center, is dedicated to
bringing together those peo-
ple interested in history and
educating the public by pre-
serving, interpreting, and dis-
playing materials of the past. Membership dues, donations as well as fundrais-
ing events provide the major operating income for the Historical Society and the
Museum.
You can visit the museum to view exhibits or purchase one of our publications.

The newest publication to be offered is Rape of the Piney Woods by Charles R. Beal.
Regular scheduled hours for the Museum are Tuesday and Thursday from

11:00 am to 3:00 pm and Wednesday from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Group tours can
be scheduled by contacting the museum at 229-377-5142.
The Historical Society also presents programs on various topics. Programs are

at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each month September through November and
January through May. Join us for one of these events or stop by the Museum to
support our area’s history.

The Mule Museum Looks Back
at 40 Years of Mule Day
by Jeanette Sickel

Grady County Historical Society

Donations and Changes in the
Mule Museum Mark Mule Day #40
by Jeanette Sickel

5TH ANNUAL
SILENT AUCTION

Grady County Historical Society

Tuesday, Nov.12–Thursday, Nov. 15
Monday - Wednesday 9:00 am – 6:00 pm

Thursday 9:00 am-8:00 pm

Agri-Center
For more information call: 377-1275

A Chicken Pilau Dinner will be available
on Thursday (last day of auction) from 4

until 7pm.  Cost of tickets is $7.50

Cairo Eye Care
W.R. Spooner, O.D.

Clair McCaskill, O.D.

Offering the highest quality eye care for the entire family.

321 North Broad St. •  Cairo, GA
229-377-5432

Monday-Thursday 8:00-5:00  •  Friday 8:00-12:00
www.cairoeyecare.com

Mul
e Day



PAGE 10 The Mule Gazette Fall Edition 2012

CUSTOM KILLING & PROCESSING
• BEEF

• PORK, ETC.

• MEAT CURING & SMOKING

• DEER

WHOLESALE & RETAIL
• COUNTRY CURED HAMS

• SAUSAGE

• PORK PRODUCTS

• BEEF PRODUCTS

• GIFT PACKS

Jones
Country Meats, Inc.

4214 Thomasville Road

Climax, GA 39834

Phone (229) 246-3700

OWNERS: Randall L. Jones
Jerry W. Baggett

EARL STUCKEY

3298 Hwy 179 
Whigham, GA 39897 PLEASE VOTE 

NOVEMBER 6TH

CLIMAX, GEORGIA

HOME OF SWINE TIME
SWINE TIME IS ALWAYS THE SATURDAY AFTER THANKSGIVING

�SWINE TIME� FESTIVAL SALUTES

MULE DAY
Come have fun with us!

�
���������
�������	�

COX INSURANCE AGENCY
377-2475

Robert C. Doughty, Agent

2 North Broad Street  •  Cairo, GA 39828

DREW SERVICE STATION
330 North Broad Street

377-4219

HUD’S MINI MART #2
995 Hwy 84 E.

Convenient Store & Self-serve Gas
— also Fleet System Gas & Diesel

377-6605

HUD’S MINI MART #3
2499 U.S. Hwy 319 S.

Convenient Store, Subway® & Self Serve Gas
377-9717

DREW OIL COMPANY, INC.
Wholesale & Retail Petroleum Products  •  980 1st Avenue N.E.

377-9866
“Three Locations to Serve You” In Cairo, Georgia

Serving Grady County since 1968

ESTABLISHED IN 2000
(229) 377-7200

722 N. Broad St.  •  P.O. Box 150  •  Cairo, GA 39828

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

Each depositor insured to $100,000

Off-wheel mule of a six-mule team. Remarkably good
worker and best looking mule in park.

Providing Official Mule Day T-shirts, Buttons and More
Visit us Mule Day next to the Mule Museum

Business,

Clubs, 

Groups,

Special 

events, &

Individuals

 

Or use
 your designseven photos! 

Graphic Tees and More
A Division of Tournament Wear

352.566.7462 
321.214.9557

info@GraphicTeesAndMore.com             GraphicTeesAndMore.com

Supports Our Community
� ������!����!�����
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Sheriff of Grady County

� Extensive background in Law Enforcement, Criminal Investigations
and Business Management

�  Integrity, Character, Educated, Leadership and State Certified

�  8 years as a dedicated, experienced Sheriff

�  Continued Strong Enforcement Against Drug Traffic and Child Abuse

�  Continue Professional Management of the Grady County Sheriff’s
Office & Jail through progressive leadership

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

H
A

R
R

Y

YOUNG

Whigham Community Club
Congratulates

The
Calvary Lions Club

U.S. 84 East

Visit Whigham the last
Saturday in January and

attend the 53rd Annual Rattlesnake Round-up

Bob’s Open Air Market
State Farmers Market - Cairo, GA • 377-4412

Come See Us For�
All Kinds of Garden Seed, Vine Ripe Tomatoes,

Squash, Potatoes, Green Beans, Peas,
Ga Home Grown Sweet Potatoes,

and Lots of other good stuff
Buy & Sell Cracked Pecans

See us for Christmas Trees
…starting after Thanksgiving!

BOILED
PEANUTS

Compliments of
Grady County Board of Commissioners

Elwyn Childs - Chairman

Billy Pointevint - Vice Chairman

Albert E. Ball

T.D. David

Charlie Norton

Rusty Moye - County Administrator

Mary Mayer - Finance Director

Carrie Kines - County Clerk

Kevin Cauley - County Attorney

Clark Funeral Home
Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1935

334 South Broad Street
P.O. Box 446  •  Cairo, Georgia 39828

Phone (229) 377-1414  •  Fax (229) 377-5235
www.clarkfuneral.com  -  clarkhome@syrupcity.net

SERVING YOUR FAMILY SINCE 1935

Calvary United Methodist Church

Located on old 179 in Calvary

Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Sunday School 10:00 am
(children & adult) 

Rev. Sue Jackson

Friendly Environment—Powerful Worship

Sponsored by JoAnne Butler in loving memory of:
Charles Butler, Ellen Moo, and B. W. McNair

Boutique Wines  •  Craft Beers  •  Chocolates
Gourmet Foods  •  Farmstead Cheese  •  Gift Baskets

LUNCH SERVED DAILY 11:30 TO 4:00
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER

SUNDAY BRUCH
102 W. 8th Ave. (across from Planters Exchange)

850-539-4433
Open Wednesday - Sunday

www.joaniesgourmetmarket.com
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Miss T’s Sets
Dinnerware, Flatware, Stemware
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Domestic and Imported Beers and Fines Wines
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Havana Merchants
Ask us about storage at CHICK’S MINI WAREHOUSES

Wayne and Rosa Ann Hadden and
Jason Lynn Owners

Jeffey Cape General Manager
Hwy 84  •  Cairo, GA 39828

229-377-3911

FA

229-37

H

301 First Avenue N.E.
P.O. Box 210, Cairo, GA 39828

AX: 229-377-8438

77-3563

YOUR PARTS
HEADQUARTERS
IN SYRUP CITY
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922:XAAX - 773 - 8348

77 - 3653

SREARTUQDAEH
PYRUSNI TYIC Richter & Company, LLC

Certified Public Accountants
732 North Broad Street
PO Box 566
Cairo, GA 39828

Telephone (229) 377-3446
Facsimile (229) 377-9038

Richter & Company
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ANNELL’S
FLOWER SHOP

502 North Broad Street

Cairo, Georgia 39828

229-377-1114  •  Fax 229-377-5226

BEVERLY WHITE COOK
229-377-7565 Residence

Mul
e Day

Thank You!
Members, Volunteers, Sponsors,

Vendors, Participants and
Everyone who makes Mule Day

a Success!
The Calvary Lions Club

MULE SHOW
CAREY VANLANDINGHAM

Ask Carey VanLandingham if Mule
Day is just a day and he would proba-
bly laugh. Every day is Mule Day for
the Vanlandingham household where
they have many mules. 
Carey took over the Mule Show

about 18 years ago. Getting ready for
the Mule Day Show takes a great deal
of sweat equity. Putting up the ring
and grand stands is a weeklong project
.VanLandingham will tell you that if it
wasn’t for his wife Dena who along

with his volunteers keep all the book-
work straight and the great volunteers
that help with the Mule Show it could
not exist. Last year’s show had 170
entries in categories with more expect-
ed this year 

The contestants are judged and
awarded with trophies, ribbons and
cash awards for the top 3 of each cate-
gory and an overall points winner.
Contestants are not only local, but
come from as far away as Tennessee,

Mississippi Alabama, Texas and South
Florida. Some have traveled up to 500
miles to this event. They arrive as early
as Tuesday and can stay in a designat-
ed make shift primitive camping area
on the grounds. In the evenings they
gather around camp fires and share
stories, experiences and just plain good
times in a family atmosphere. 
On Friday at 5:30 an auction is held

at the Mule Show grounds. This is
quickly becoming a favorite event. The

items auctioned are donated by many
local businesses in the area, 
Saturday the Mule Show opens with

the presentation of flags and a dedica-
tion to all our emergency and uni-
formed service personnel, including
the active armed forces, veterans,
police, fireman and EMT’s. 
If you have never been to the Mule

Show you are missing a treat. If you
have, we know will see you again next
year. 

& Auction
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Welcome To Calvary, Georgia

MULE DAY
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754 Lee Road  •  Cairo, GA 39828

(229) 872-3303  —  (229) 872-3343

“A retail nursery in a country setting…
Come and see us”

Robert E. Lee  —  Danny Lee  —  Blake Jones


